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of roads and walls, and departed. But the Saxon
seriously settled in the land, builded, tilled, fished,
and traded, with German truth and adhesiveness.
The Dane came and divided with him. Last of all,
the Norman, or French-Dane, arrived, and formally
conquered, harried, and ruled the kingdom. A
century later, it came out that the Saxon had the most
hottom and longevity, had managed to make the victor
speak the language and accept the law and usage of
the victim; forced the baron to dictate Saxon terms to
Norman kings; and, step by step, got all the essential
securities of civil liberty invented and confirmed.
The genius of the race and the genius of the place
conspired to this effect. The island is lucrative to
free labour, but not worth possession on other terms.
The race was so intellectual, that a feudal or military
tenure could not last longer than the war. The power
of the Saxon-Danes, so thoroughly beaten in the war,
that the name of English and villein were synonymous,
yet so vivacious as to extort charters from the kings,
stood on the strong personality of these people. Sense
and economy must rule in a world which is made of
sense and economy, and the banker, with his seven
per cent, drives the earl out of his castle. A nobility
of soldiers cannot keep down a commonalty of shrewd
scientific persons. What signifies a pedigree of a
hundred links against a cotton-spinner with steam in
his mill; or against a company of broad-shouldered
Liverpool merchants, for whom Stephenson and Brunei
are contriving locomotives and a tubular bridge ?
These Saxons are the hands of mankind. They